
NEWSLETTER

CHECK SIGNMEE
These things went out this week:

• Year 11 Business Studies - Australian 
Beverage Corporation

• ICAS Testing 2017

• Year 7 Pizza Party

• CSSA State Secondary Cross Country

• Year 10, 11, 12 Leaders - Masterclass

CHECK YOUR CHILD’S BAG
These things went out this week:

• Year 11 Reports

• Year 6 Update letter

KEY DATES
Monday, 29 May

Years 11 & 12 Immunisation Clinic

Monday, 29 May

Indigenous Flag Walk, Little Park,  
Shellharbour

Tuesday, 30 May – Thursday, 1 June

Stage 5 Examinations

Tuesday, 6 June 

P-4 Sports Morning

Monday, 12 June

Public Holiday

Tuesday, 13 June

Years 8 – 10 College6 & Electives  
Information Night, 6.30 pm - 8 pm

Thursday, 15 June – Friday, 16 June

Year 11 Compressed HSC Examinations

Saturday, 24 June

Years 7, 8 & 9 Working Bee

Friday, 30 June 

Last day of Term 2

Please visit our website for all of our 
calendar dates and many more  
important pieces of key information.

Please also check our Parents & Friends 
Facebook Page.

A MESSAGE FROM OUR 
ENGLISH DEPARTMENT
‘The Creeping Trend of Church Absenteeism’

This article addressed a worrying trend of weekly church attendance fluctuation. 
Church attendance is now, more irregular than ever.

Surveys show that the new ‘normal’ attendance rate by people who consider 
themselves regular attendees averages out at 2.5 services per month. This is a 
large drop from what is was, not too long ago. Why?

The article went on to list several reasons why this might be the case. They are:

1. Our culture and world is growing more and more secular and that does 
affect church attendance. Things like weekend sport, children’s parties and 
work commitments etc. are all often held on Sundays now. Things that used 
to be on Saturday are now held on Sunday.

2. All volunteer organisations have seen a dramatic collapse in participation 
rates in the past forty years, it’s every form of volunteer organisation across 
the board in the Western world. 

3. People are getting busier. As a part of this, Church just feels like a sanctified 
busy activity. These days, busy is the enemy, whether that’s secular busy or 
church busy.  Church no longer looks like a safe place, it feels like a busy 
place.

4. A culture of convenience, personalisation and individualism. We can easily 
replace church with sermons online or Christian music. 

However, the writer to the Hebrews challenged Christians to “meet together” 
regularly (Hebrews 10:24-25); And neglecting this habit has a significant downside.  
For example:

• Loss of the “spurring-on effect” of regular interaction with other believers.

• Gaps in the continuity of systematic Bible teaching.

• Impact on children who miss the regularity of involvement in their weekly 
Sunday groups.

• Increase in the workload on the “committed core” who are faithfully there week 
by week.

• General discouragement of the rest of the church family who miss out on the 
fellowship of friends.

• Poor example to children and less mature Christians.

The crux of the article was this:

‘In some mysterious way Christ is present among His people when they gather 
together’ (Matt 18:20). Regular attendance in church is a good spiritual habit, but 
it’s much more than that.  It’s an important opportunity for the whole body of 
Christ to worship together and to grow spiritually.

https://australia.thegospelcoalition.org/article/the-creeping-trend-of-church-
absenteeism

PRAYER AND PRAISE
6 Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and 
petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. Philippians 4:6

• Pray for Year 9 and 10 examinations next week.  Pray the students can prepare 
well and perform to the best of their ability.

• Pray for those involved in the preparations for the Kosei Junior High visit.  Pray 
that we can get enough hosts for the Japanese students attending.
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YEAR 9 & 10 EXAMINATIONS
Students are reminded to bring a black 
or blue pen for all examinations.  For 
Mathematics and Science, students 
require a ruler and a calculator.  
Examinations are being held in D3. 

Year 9

Tuesday, 30 May     Mathematics, History

Wednesday, 31 May  Geography, English, 

Thursday, 1 June      Science

Year 10 

Tuesday, 30 May      English, Geography

Wednesday, 31 May  History, Science

Thursday, 1 June      Mathematics 

HUB NEWS
Turn reading into something special:

Take your children to the library, help 
them get their own library card, read 
with them, and buy them books as 
gifts. Have a favourite place for books 
in your home or, even better, put books 
everywhere.

“So please, oh PLEASE, we beg, we pray, 
go throw your TV set away. And in its 
place you can install, a lovely bookshelf 
on the wall.” — Roald Dahl

PIE DAY IS BACK
Thanks to our wonderful volunteers 
who have stepped forward, Pie Day will 
return on Thursday, 1 June.  Students 
can warm up with a pie or sausage roll 
on the first day of winter.   

IT NEWS
One of the biggest ongoing challenges 
for parents is the ever changing nature 
of personal technology and the internet; 
and so we know how helpful access 
to online safety resources targeted to 
the specific needs and concerns of 
parents and carers could be. The Office 
of the Children’s eSafety Commissioner 
has developed a fantastic online 
space called iParent. Here you can 
find information to assist you in using 
technology at home, understanding the 
potential risks and how to implement 
proactive solutions to secure your 
children’s connected devices. iParent 
also provides information on some big 
issues such as cyberbullying, digital 
reputation and many more. To check 
out all this and more head to:

https://esafety.gov.au/education-
resources/iparent

SECONDARY GUEST SPEAKER 
On Friday, 26 May, we are fortunate 
to have, Ephraim Kaye, Director of 
the International Seminars at The 
International School for Holocaust 
Studies at Yad Vashem in Israel.  He 
will be speaking on The Holocaust to 
secondary students at the following 
times:

Years 7 - 9  9.10 am - 9.50 am 

Years 10 - 12 10.00 am - 11.00 am 

Parents are welcome to attend.

CAREERS CORNER
Year 12

I have interviewed half of our Year 12’s 
on how ready they are to leave school. 
They are to be congratulated on having 
a plan and having made some progress 
towards realising that plan.  Knowing 
their plans, means I can target the 
resources that come across my desk 
more purposefully.  Interviews will 
continue next week.

UoW College Open Night

Monday, 29 May, 6.30 pm - 8.30 pm 
Details and registration via the link:

https://www.uowcollege.edu.au/about/
events/index.html

TAFE is having an Open Week! 

Dapto, Shellharbour, Wollongong and 
Yallah. 19-24 June from 8.30 am – 6 
pm. TAFE NSW offers many courses, at 
Certificate, Diploma and Degree level. 

HSC in the Holidays 

Free HSC Seminars at UOW. Read more 
at: hscintheholidays.com.au 

National Art School Open Day 

Saturday, 2 September, 10 am - 4 pm.  
An excellent place to study Visual Arts.

Year 11

UOW STEM Camp for GIRLS

14 -17 January 2018.  
Applications close July 21.

Years 10 -12

There are many private providers 
running courses on new careers 
such as: How to fly a Drone! or more 
traditional careers: Aircraft Engineering.  
See Mrs Gillett for more information.

‘The Tops’ Christian camp site, at 
Stanwell Park offers a Certificate III 
in Outdoor Recreation and offers 
internships in a Diploma of Christian 
Studies.  

Mrs Gillett, Careers Advisor

2018 COLLEGE6 & ELECTIVE 
INFORMATION EVENING
Tuesday, 13 June, 6.30 pm - 8 pm in The 
Learning Hub.  For current Years 8 - 10 
students.

KOSEI JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL 
VISIT 2017
Konnichiwa! 

Calderwood Christian School will be 
hosting approximately 30 boys from 
Kosei Junior High School, Japan, early 
in Term 3 for approximately 12 days. 

Thank you to those families who have 
committed to hosting a student/s 
for the duration of their visit. At this 
stage, we are able to accommodate 5 
students. 

Would you like to be a host family? 

Hosting a student from Kosei is both an 
exciting and rewarding opportunity for 
students and families. Please prayerfully 
consider hosting a student/s. 

Please contact Mrs Gillett or Mrs 
Vaartjes, if you have any questions. 

Arigato!

Mrs S. Vaartjes/Mrs D. Gillett

FROM THE UNIFORM SHOP
With Winter almost here, Alinta would 
like to invite all students requiring winter 
uniforms to visit the uniform shop as 
soon as possible.  Lay-by facilities are 
available in store.  

In Term 2 and Term 3 the Uniform Shop 
is opened:

Monday  8.30 am – 10.30 am

Wednesday 1.30 pm – 4.00 pm

For pricelists, opening hours and shop 
details, you can visit our website: 

www.calderwoodcs.nsw.edu.au 

and click on Uniform Shop.  Or, you can 
go direct to the Alinta website:  

www.alintaapparel.com.au

SECONDHAND UNIFORM SHOP
The school also operates a second hand 
uniform shop on Thursdays 8.30 am – 
10 am with help from a volunteer mum. 

Families are invited to donate current 
uniform items in good condition for 
sale through the second hand uniform 
shop. No goods are accepted on 
consignment 
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Illawarra Christian Education is a member of Christian Education National,  
educating students from Prep to Year 12 at two schools: 

Illawarra Christian School at Cordeaux Heights  
& Calderwood Christian School at Calderwood

Applications are invited from committed Christians of reformed persuasion 
for the following position:

School Debtors and Compliance Assistant
(Full time - 38hrs/week - commencing July 2017)
The ICE head office in Calderwood is seeking an individual passionate about 
people and processes to take a key role in facilitating the accounts receiv-
able and compliance aspects of our business. Experience in at least one of 
the primary aspects of the role is essential as is a commitment to accuracy, 
deadlines and continual improvement. The successful candidate will have a  
positive, solutions focussed attitude and be able to demonstrate persever-
ance, resilience and high level of confidentialty. Applications close 15/06/17.

Applications may be submitted either:
• in hard copy to: 

The Business Manager 
Illawarra Christian Education 
PO Box 80, Albion Park 2527 NSW

• or electronically to: 
ellerman.beth@illawarrace.nsw.edu.au

For further enquiries please contact:  
Beth Ellerman (Business Manager) 

 email: ellerman.beth@illawarrace.nsw.edu.au  Phone: 02 4230 3777

Process for Application:
The application form and role description are available on our school website.  
www.ics.nsw.edu.au/employment
• You must complete the school’s application form in order to apply. Please do not just 

send a resume.
• Please include all other documents listed in the application form, certified as true  

copies by a J.P. Applications will not be considered if not complete.

It is an offence under the NSW Child Protection (Prohibited Employment) Act 1998 for a person 
convicted of a serious sex offence to apply for these positions.
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